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North Vancouver – A new residential high rise building, Silva, is 
currently being constructed in Central Lonsdale and will set a 
precedent in “green” residential building design.  To commit to 
environmental sustainability, the building is being built to meet 
LEED certification (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) standards.  LEED was developed as a way to define and 
prioritize green building strategies and as an impartial method to 
evaluate the overall sustainability of a project.    There are currently less than a dozen certified 
buildings in British Columbia and Silva is aiming to be the first LEED certified building for the multi 
unit high rise residential sector in Canada. 
 
“Our goal is to design and construct an attractive and high standard  building that enhances the 
well-being of occupants and minimizes the negative impacts on the community and natural 
environment.  Going ‘green’ in development is critical for future sustainable growth of our 
communities and results in a superior product for the homeowner”, says David Sprague, developer 
16th Street Development Ltd.  The owners, designers and builders of green buildings are actively 
committed to providing healthy, more comfortable interiors; constructing buildings that will last and 
limiting the detrimental impacts of a buildings construction and operation. 
 
Local government is also playing an important role in encouraging building green and promoting 
sustainable development.  As part of preparing local policies and programs, the City of North 
Vancouver has been participating in the process on an “open book basis”.  Lower Mainland 
municipalities are encouraging green development because it helps reduce loads on existing 
municipal systems and in essence results in long term cost savings to taxpayers.  "On behalf of the 
City of North Vancouver, I would like to thank 16th Street Developments Ltd. for demonstrating 
progressive leadership in the area of residential sustainability and inviting the City to participate in 
the process," says Mayor Barbara Sharp. “The City of North Vancouver is committed to 
sustainability and recently adopted a new Official Community Plan that is guided by principles of 
sustainability. Projects with sustainable initiatives such as Silva, benefit not only the owners and 
occupants of this building, but the community as a whole, as well as future generations through the 
responsible management of our resources."   
 
Ensuring that a multi disciplinary team approach is incorporated throughout the project is critical for 
the success of green buildings.  This whole system approach to programming, designing, 
constructing and operating LEED buildings strives to create technically and socially balanced 
buildings that yield good investment returns over time.  An integrated design results in a variety of 
environmental improvements for the entire construction period and post commissioning.   Silva is 
targeted to achieve benefits for homeowners in energy efficiency; water efficiency; enhanced 
liveability; indoor air quality; conservation of materials and resources; waste management and 
sustainable site planning.  



 
 
Investments in energy and water efficient designs and equipment are at the forefront of today’s 
societal priorities. Silva incorporates measures such as high performance windows; efficient lighting 
and water saving appliances and fixtures that result in a 20% energy reduction and a 33% water 
use reduction. BC Hydro Power Smart is working in conjunction with the Silva development to 
support the design and implementation of these energy saving technologies. “We would like to 
congratulate 16th Street Development and their team on understanding the importance of energy 
efficiency and the environment, and incorporating these strategies into their building design,” says 
Pat Mathot, BC Hydro. “Through our Power Smart New Home Program, we are committed to 
encouraging developers across the province to build with energy-efficient products that not only 
make homes more comfortable to live in, they reduce energy costs and help keep BC’s environment 
clean and green.” In addition to the energy savings, Silva is also committed to purchasing Green 
Power Certificates.  Green Power Certificates represent the environmental and social attributes 
associated with100% new green power generated in BC. 
 
The US Environmental Protection Agency ranks indoor air pollution among the top five environmental 
risks to public health.  Unhealthy indoor air is found in up to 30% of new and renovated buildings.  
Silva has a mandate to provide a healthy living environment with good indoor air quality.  This will 
be achieved with an integrated approach: selection of low-emitting materials; effective ventilation 
and delivery of fresh air, and good construction management practices to protect contamination of 
building systems and components.  Corner suites and generous operable windows are also featured 
to enhance natural ventilation. 
 
Other exceptional environmental aspects of the building will be a commitment to incorporate locally 
resourced green building materials; a construction management program to recycle over 80% of 
construction waste; a green roof which provides environmentally sensitive storm water 
management; and a well designed landscape plan to include drought tolerant vegetation.  Silva will 
also include many post-consumer or post-industrial recycled content products, including concrete 
mixes, wood composite casework, and interior finishing details. 
 
David Sprague states, “With the recent electricity blackout and water shortages, homeowners are 
very aware of our existing sustainability issues.  Silva provides a smart response to today’s 
concerns by providing a home with built-in long term energy savings; water conservation features; 
indoor environmental health benefits, and enhanced liveability.  I believe that there is a strong 
market in the Lower Mainland for these additional benefits and we know this project is a leader in 
committing to sustainable development and green building principles.” 
 
Silva is an exceptional 67 home residential tower offering larger one + den to two bedroom + den 
residences (www.silvanorthvancouver.com).  It is located at 131 West 16th Street, North Vancouver 
and is currently taking appointments at 604.988.9689. 
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